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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  for  1951  on  the 
public  health  of  the  Borough. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  during  1951  was  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  as  5412,  and  the  excess  of  births  (56)  over  deaths 
(52)  was  4  which  gives  a  rate  of  natural  increase  at  0.7  per  1000  popula¬ 
tion,  as  against  7.8  per  1000  during  1950. 

There  were  56  births  (29  male  and  27  female)  which  gives  a  rate 
per  1000  population  of  10.3  (12.7  per  1000,  corrected  for  comparability). 
The  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  during  1951  was  15.4,  and 
that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period,  15.5  per  1000  popula¬ 
tion.  The  corrected  birth  rate  (12.7  per  1000)  is  lower  than  the  same 
rates  in  the  great  towns  (17.3  per  1000)  and  in  the  smaller  towns  (16.7 
per  1000)  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  based  on  52  deaths  gave  a  crude  rate,  per  1000 
population,  of  9.6  which  when  corrected  for  comparability  becomes 
10.3  per  1000  population.  The  death  rates  per  1000  population  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  county  and  for  England  and  Wales  were  11.3  and  12.5 
respectively. 

The  death  rate  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (infant  mortality 
rate)  was  17.8  per  1000  live  births,  and  is  in  fact  based  on  one  infant 
death  in  s6  live  births.  There  were  no  infant  deaths  under  4  weeks  of 
age. 
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Among  the  death  rates  from  special  causes,  cancer  with  8  deaths 
gives  a  rate  of  1.5  per  1000  population  and  tuberculosis  and  pneumonia 
each  0.37  per  1000.  Proportional  mortality  rates  for  the  principal 
causes  of  death  were  :  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  other  than  coron¬ 
ary  disease  23.1  per  cent,  cancer  15.4  per  cent,  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  21.2  per  cent,  coronary  disease  7.7  per  cent,  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  pneumonia,  each  3.8  per  cent. 

Notification  of  infective  diseases  numbered  146  and  among  those 
there  were  15  whooping  cough,  127  measles,  2  pneumonia  and  2  ery¬ 
sipelas. 

The  incidence  rates  per  1000  population  for  notifiable  diseases  in 
the  Borough  during  1951  were  :  whooping  cough  2.8  with  a  rate  of  3.87 
for  England  and  Wales  ;  measles  23.5  (England  and  Wales  14.07)  and 
pneumonia  0.4  (England  and  Wales  0.99). 

The  position  in  regard  to  diphtheria  immunization  at  31/12/51 
was  :  45.9  per  cent  of  the  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  protected 
against  diphtheria  ;  and  of  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  64.9  per 
cent  completed  primary  immunization.  The  proportion  immunized 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  was  73.7  per  cent. 

Other  relevant  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report  which 
is  followed  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist¬ 
ance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Roderick  Mackay, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July,  1952. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


STAFF 


R.  MaCKAY,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

H.  C.  Yeoman,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
D.  N.  Rowsell,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 

Population  mid-1951,  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Total 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1951  : — 

By  Private  Enterprise 
By  Local  Authority 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  . 


1496 

54!2 

1439 


8 

12 

£38113 

£T54 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

29 

27 

56 

Legitimate 

28 

24 

5  2 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Still  Births 

— 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Live  Birth  Rate 

12.7 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  . 

I5-5 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

25 

27 

)  *- 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

10.3 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

12.5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 

17.8 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


29.0 


NOTE  : 

The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1951  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 
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BIRTH  RATE :  INFANT  DEATH  RATE  ;  TOTAL  DEATH 

RATE,  etc. — 1951 


M  arl  borough  A  dministrative 


England 


Borough  County  and  Wales 


Birth  Rate  (per  1000  pop.) 

12.7 

154 

T5-5 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  pop.) 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

10.3 

11 -3 

12.5 

1  year  (per  1000  live 

births) 

17.8 

234 

29.6 

Death  Rates — Special  Causes 


(per  1000  pop.) 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

0-37 

0.17 

0.31 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

— 

0.03 

— 

Cancer 

i. 5 

1.6 

- 

Pneumonia 

0-37 

o-5 

0.99 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  146,  as  compared 
with  21  in  1950.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  of  these  were  measles, 
and  15  were  whooping  cough. 

The  highest  age  incidence  is  at  ages  5 — 9  years  with  80  notifica¬ 
tions  of  which  74  were  measles.  The  month  of  greatest  number  of  noti¬ 
fications  was  March  with  63  measles. 

Tables  of  the  monthly  notifications  and  ages  involved  are  given 
below.  The  increase  is  due  to  measles  and  appears  to  follow  a  Biennial 
pattern. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

One  non-respiratory  and  one  respiratory  case  was  added  to  the 
register  of  notifications  during  1951.  There  were  2  deaths  from  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis  during  1951  in  the  Borough. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1951 
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TOTALS 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Disease 

■  H 

-4 

cs 

H 

tO  W 
to  w  SI  Oi 

T  otal 

OJ 

H  to 

o 

l 

Age  (Years) 

4^ 

/ 

4^ 

H 

1 

H 

OJ 

2 

II 

» 

1 

H 

1  ^ 

o  4- 

OJ 

1 

1  H 

1  ^ 

H 

H  Ol  M 

-4 

1 

GO 

O 

6 

74 

On 

1 

10 

10 

10- 

H 

Ln 

i 

! 

i  h 

H 

20- 

to 

to 

Go 

Oi 

1 

H 

H 

Oi 

1 

to 

M  H 

On 

1 

j 

Unknown 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  1951 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  and  VACCINATION 


These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
department  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics,  and  at  schools 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County 
Medical  staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also  perform  all 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  on  a  patient-doctor  basis  by  arrangement. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  department  notifies  mothers  when 
the  infant  is  three  months  old,  and  Health  Visitor  ‘  follow  up  ’  acts  as 
a  further  stimulus,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  consent  is  withheld, 
and  to  supplement  information  about  infants  who  may  have  been  vac¬ 
cinated  but  not  recorded  and  so  on.  Birth  notifications  are  used  as  a 
basis  for  conducting  this  enquiry,  and  the  register  is  kept  up  to  date 
by  record  cards  returned  by  the  family  doctor,  supplemented  by  the 
Health  Visitors’  enquiries. 

Despite  these  comprehensive  arrangements  which  work  well 
enough  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  immunization,  vaccination  numbers 
remain  low,  due  undoubtedly  to  antipathy  in  some  cases,  but  probably 
mostly  to  lack  of  appreciation  that  smallpox  is  even  a  deadlier  disease 
than  diphtheria,  and  that  only  adequate  immunization  and  vaccination 
can  keep  them  both  effectively  in  control. 

Although  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  have  dropped  from  934  in 
1944  to  about  34  in  1951  (and  notifications  have  decreased  in  the  same 
period  from  about  23000  to  about  700)  far  too  few  children  are  being 
inoculated  against  this  disease  in  the  first  years  of  life.  Of  the  56 
children  born  in  the  Borough  during  1951  only  26  are  recorded  as 
having  been  protected  against  diphtheria  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  only 
about  one  half  of  the  estimated  child  population  under  5  years  of  age 
was  inoculated  in  that  age  group. 

Similarly  with  vaccination  45  infants  under  a  year  old  or  about 
3  per  cent  of  the  child  population  under  15  were  vaccinated  in  the 
Borough  during  1951,  and  whereas  the  total  proportion  protected  against 
diphtheria  is  reasonably  high  (65  per  cent)  those  vaccinated  under  15 
years  of  age  represent  only  10  per  cent  of  the  total  estimated  child  popu¬ 
lation  under  15  years  of  age. 

The  medical  staff  stress  the  importance  of  these  measures  to 
parents  on  all  possible  occasions. 

HOUSING 

The  difficulty  of  administering  the  Housing  Act,  1936  in  regard 
to  improvements  has  been  noted  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
It  is  clear  that  in  view  of  existing  housing  conditions  action  having  as 
its  object  demolition  or  closure  must  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  for  the 
present. 

Relief  of  overcrowding,  particularly  in  the  case  of  chronic  in¬ 
fective  disease,  is  a  primary  aim  in  the  allocation  of  housing. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  supply  for  the  town  was  adequate  in  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity  during  1951.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  noted  in  his  report 
the  need  for  conservation  of  supplies  which  is  now  at  the  rate  of  75 
gallons  per  person  per  day. 

The  supply  is  satisfactory,  and  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analysis  gave  consistently  good  results  in  1951. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 

This  Authority  has  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  regard  to  the  display  in  food  shops  of  a  notice  asking  the  public 
to  refrain  from  bringing  dogs  into  such  shops,  in  the  interest  of  hygiene. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL  S  RETURN 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

-195f 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

Total 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

— 

1 

ii 

lung,  bronchus 

— 

1 

1 

12 

breast  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

13 

y )  f  y 

uterus  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

2 

-W 

6 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

9 

11 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

3 

1 

4 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

7 

11 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

2  7 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion- 

— 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  illdefmed  diseases 

5 

2 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34 

All  other  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Suicide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

~ 

— 

Total  all  causes 

25 

27 

52 
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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  this  department  for  the  year  1951.  h'or  the  lirst 
three  months  of  the  year  there  was  110  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  later  both  Mr.  Rowsell  and  myself  were  called  for  Military  training. 
Consequently  fewer  inspections  were  possible.  Generally  speaking, 
greater  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  no  Statutory  Action  against  Food  Traders  was  necessary. 

The  tables  and  statistics  as  set  out  in  the  report  are  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  42/51. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Yeoman, 

—i 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  VISITS 


During  the  year  451  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  visits  described  as  Surveyor’s  visits  have  in  this  years  report  been 
limited  to  visits  in  connection  with  new  work  proceeding  under  the 
Building  Byelaws.  The  visits  are  summarized  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supply  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  .  . .  , .  .  .  .  .  3 

Factories  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Petroleum  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Housing  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  . .  . .  .  .  23 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

Surveyor’s  Visits  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  163 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Complaints  of  nuisance  of  a  widely  varied  nature — some  of  which 
are  inseparable  from  the  scope  of  the  duties  of  Surveyor  were  received 
during  the  year  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  again  that  in  many  cases 
verbal  intimation  was  all  that  was  needed  to  secure  a  remedy. 

The  carrying  out  of  repairs  to  various  properties  under  the  “  nuis¬ 
ance  ”  section  (93)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  secured  by  In¬ 
formal  or  Statutory  Action  in  the  following  proportions  : — 

Served  Complied  with 

Informal  Notices  15  11 

Statutory  Notices  2  2 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

The  present  housing  shortage  makes  it  difficult  to  operate  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  maxim  of  “  capable  or  not  capable  of 
repairs  at  reasonable  expense,”  which  is  the  whole  essence  of  work  under 
this  Act,  is  negatived  by  the  almost  daily  variance  of  the  definition  of 
"  reasonable  ”  cost. 

To  secure  repair  of  property  therefore,  we  have  recourse  only  to 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  has  been  used  to  secure  essential 
repairs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1930 

(i).  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  has  been  a  steady  call  for  advice  from  the  Department 
throughout  the  year  when  food  suspected  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  has  been  received  in  food  premises. 

As  a  result  the  following  types  and  quantities  of  food  have  been 
condemned  : — 


Tinned  Vegetables 

.  . 

23  tins 

Tinned  Fish 

1  tin 

Tinned  Meat  .  . 

#  # 

33  tins 

Tinned  Milk 

34  tins 

Tinned  Fruit  (including  77 6  tins  French  Plums) 

MEAT 

823  tins 

Beef 

124  lb.  0  ozs. 

Mutton 

,  . 

69  lb.  4  ozs. 

Veal 

4  lb.  8  ozs. 

197  lb.  12  ozs. 

Bacon  .  . 

15  lb.  9  ozs. 

Ham  (Tinned  .  . 

.  # 

1 19  lb.  7; f  ozs. 

Poultry  (Turkey) 

•  • 

11  lb.  8  ozs. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  case  was  the  discovery  at  one  shop 
that  approximately  2  lb.  of  metal  objects  had  at  some  stage  of  distribu¬ 
tion  been  embedded  in  the  flesh  of  an  imported  turkey  resulting  in  rup¬ 
ture  of  t lie  internal  organs  and  contamination  of  the  flesh.  The  inten¬ 
tion  was  most  certainly  to  fraudulently  increase  weight. 

The  large  quantity  of  imported  tinned  hams  condemned  (119  lb. 
7J  ozs.)  is,  I  am  able  to  sa}<7,  a  reflection  of  what  has  been  found  preva¬ 
lent  throughout  the  country.  The  main  causes  have  been  found  to  be 
undercooking,  tin  plate  of  too  thin  a  gauge  or  the  plate  poorly  tinned, 
mild  curing,  or  piercing  by  nails  in  packing. 

Meat  was  condemned  for  various  reasons  including  the  presence 
of  abcesses,  contamination  with  stomach  contents  and  from  diseased 
kidnev,  acute  inflammation,  bruising,  fractures,  etc. 

(m).  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  premises  within  the  Borough  are  concerned  with 
the  handling  of  food  for  retail  sale  or  sale  as  part  of  a  meal 


Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  5 

Butchers  Shops  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Licensed  Premises  (where  food  is  sold)  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Other  Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Grocers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Greengrocers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Fried  Fish  Shop  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Fish-mongers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  16 
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Regular  inspections  of  all  food  premises  has  been  continued  and 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been 
maintained  in  all  premises.  The  exhibition  of  notices  requesting  cus¬ 
tomers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  food  premises  has  received  the  co-operation 
of  traders,  and  several  improvements  to  premises  have  been  carried  out. 

Copies  of  the  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  being  distributed  to  the  Traders. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937—1948 

Twenty-one  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act,  dealing  with 
Sanitary  Conveniences,  fire  certificates  and  other  small  matters.  The 
Factories  Register  is  at  present  being  revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  usual  collections  of  home  and  trade  refuse  have  been  main¬ 
tained,  and  the  disposal  at  Portficlds  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  small  number  of  complaints  received  have  been  dealt  with 
by  the  part-time  operator,  and  in  addition  to  this,  the  Sewers,  Refuse 
Tip  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
treated  where  necessary.  The  Council  continues  to  give  a  free  service 
to  Domestic  Premises,  and  the  few  complaints  appear  to  indicate  a 
satisfactory  position. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  sewerage  system  has  been  extended  on  the  St.  Margaret’s 
Mead  Estate,  and  a  number  of  new  house  connections  have  been  made. 
The  Disposal  Works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  good  effluents 
are  maintained.  No  major  works  have  been  carried  out,  and  due  to  the 
non-arrival  of  new  plant  the  Manton  Ejector  was  not  replaced. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Town  supply,  derived  entirely  from  a  deep  well  and  borehole 
continues  to  be  ample  and  of  perfect  condition.  As  a  safeguard  chloram- 
ination  is  carried  out,  but  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples  taken 
during  the  year  indicate  that  the  water  shows  no  evidence  whatsoever 
of  pollution. 

Problems  concerning  the  distribution  system  are,  however, 
serious,  and  the  detection  of  waste  must  be  tackled  in  the  near  future. 
Consumption  per  head  per  day  is  now  at  the  alarming  total  of  75  gallons, 
one  of  the  highest  in  the  country. 
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HOUSING 


During  1951,  Housing  progross  on  the  St.  Margaret's  Mead  Estate 
was  again  disappointing.  The  number  completed  during  the  year  was 
10.  At  December  1951,  the  number  under  construction  was  38. 

The  Common  Camp  continues  to  be  a  problem,  but  a  start  was 
made  on  re-housing  the  tenants,  and  the  demolition  of  the  vacant  huts. 


PETROLEUM 

There  are  25  premises  within  the  Borough  which  are  licesned  for 
the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  in  quantities  varying  from  200  to  5000 
gallons. 

All  premises  were  visited  upon  the  occasion  of  renewal  of  licences 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  proprietors  and  owners  advised  of  various 
desirable  improvements  to  the  installations.  These  included  extension 
of  vent  pipes,  exhibition  of  “  No  Smoking  ”  notices  and  increasing  the 
number  of  fire  fighting  appliances.  It  is  very  encouraging  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  advice  given  was  very  well  received  and  in  some  cases 
acted  upon  almost  immediately. 
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E.  II.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd., 
Marlborough. 


